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Origin, Evolution and Implications of
American Community Education

ZHANG Yong & Douglas D. Perkins

(Institute of Vocational & Adult Education, Faculty of Education,East China Normal University,
Shanghai, 200062 , China; Peabody College of Education and Human Development,
Vanderbilt University , Nashville 37240 ,USA )

Abstract: Community education in the United States has its origins in the community school
movement in 1930s. The evolution of American community education is reflected in three
phenomena: the popularization and diversification of community education practices, the progress of
information sharing, theoretical construction and human capacity building in community education,
and legislation and funding supports from state and the federal government. The implications of the
development of American community education are in constructing multilevel concepts of community
education, connecting the diverse organizations of community education, and promoting active
community participation and empowerment.

Key words: community education; community school movement; human capital development;

education policy; community learning
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