NUMBER: DBMI 6332
NAME: Journal Club and Research Colloquium
YEAR AND SEMESTER: 2027, Spring
DIRECTOR(S): Thomas Reese
TIMES AND DAYS: Mondays and Thursdays 3:00-5:00 pm
DATES: 3/16, 3/18, 3/23, 3/25, 3/30, 4/6
LOCATION: 2525 West End Avenue DBMI  8th Floor Conference Room 8110

Course description: 
The goal of this course is to strengthen students' ability to present their own research and critically evaluate the literature. Journal Club and Research Colloquium is a collaboration each week between the presenter and the other Department of Biomedical Informatics Students. Journal Club presentations typically focus on critiquing a single paper from the literature and facilitating discussion, whereas Research Colloquium provides students a forum for presenting their current research and receive constructive feedback in an informal setting.

Learning objectives:
· Critically evaluate literature that is highly relevant to informatics personal research goals
· Communicate research in progress
· Give and receive feedback on presentation performance and research

Credit hours: 
1 credit for certain students (0 credits otherwise)

Course format and expectations: 
All students take Journal Club/Research in Progress for credit (BMIF 6331/6332) in their second year in the degree program. However, students are expected to participate in the Student Journal Club throughout their training, beginning in their first semester in the degree program. 
 
These are the requirements for all students in the biomedical informatics degree program:
· Year 1: You are required to attend journal club. 
· Year 2: You register for BMIF6331/6332, are required to participate in journal club in person, and must complete all required tasks as specified by the course instructors to receive credit for the course.
· Year 3 and on, until you finish the degree program: You are required to attend journal club. 

Each student will be required to give a presentation at least once during the semester. The type of presentation will depend on the students’ program year. A preliminary schedule will be provided at the beginning of the semester for students to modify their presentation type and date. While swapping dates is permitted, students are fully responsible for these changes after the schedule has been finalized.

Platform
The class will be hosted on Perusall (https://www.perusall.com/), and accessed directly, not through Brightspace. Students will need to create an account and register for the class using the enrollment code (REESE-F7ZM6). There should be no cost as Vanderbilt University has an institutional license. 

Procedure
Peers will complete a brief Feedback survey after each presentation. Students will be encouraged to complete the survey during and on completion of the presentation. The survey will close for the presenters after class time. All students are required to complete one survey for each presenter, unless they are the presenter. 

Journal Club/Research in Progress
Presenter:
· Before: Upload materials into the appropriate folder at least 5 days prior to presentation
· During: Present & facilitate discussion
· After: Respond to comments (by end of week)
Attendees:
· Before: Comment on materials for each presentation (up to 5 days prior)
· During: Group discussion
· After: Provide feedback to presenter

Course calendar: Refer to https://gradschool.vanderbilt.edu/academics/calendar-21-22.php for up-to-date information on the academic calendar.

Accommodations for students with disabilities: 
 In compliance with Vanderbilt policy and equal access laws, we encourage students to discuss appropriate academic accommodations with Student Access: https://www.vanderbilt.edu/student-access/students.php and with the course director as appropriate.

Assessment: 
Student grades will be based upon comments on materials (before and after, for each presentation), attendance, presenting, and discussion participation. 

	Grading rubric

	A+ 
	98-100%

	A
	93-97%

	A-
	90-92%

	B+
	88-89%

	B
	83-87%

	B-
	80-82%

	C+ 
	78-79%


	Item
	Points

	Comments
	2 each

	Presentation (JC or RIP)
	10

	Attendance
	5 each day





