
2022 VUSM MPH Theses  
 

Student  Topic and Mentor(s) 

Noor Ali  The Effect of Biased Language in Emergency Transfers 

Velma McBride Murry, Ph.D. 

James Antoon, 

M.D., Ph.D. 

 Factors Associated with Guideline Concordant Antiviral Use in Children at High Risk for Poor 

Influenza Outcomes 

Derek Williams, M.D., M.P.H. 

Katherine Black  Pediatric CYP2D6 Metabolizer Status and Post-Tonsillectomy Nausea and Vomiting After 

Ondansetron Administration 

Sara Van Driest, M.D., Ph.D. 

Christina Boncyk  The Impact of Increased Prescribing on ICU Survivors 

Christopher Hughes, M.D. 



Miaya Blasingame  The Combined Effects of Social Determinants of Health on Childhood Overweight and Obesity 

Bill Heerman, M.D., M.P.H. 

Alison Carroll  Decreasing Pre-Procedural Fasting Times in Hospitalized Children 

Derek Williams, M.D., M.P.H. 

Augustine Chung  The effect of movement-based disorders on long term care informal caregiver burden 

Laura Keohane, Ph.D. 

Tavia Gonzalez 

Pena, M.D. 

 Legal Outcomes among Postpartum Women with Opioid Use Disorder 

Jessica Young, M.D., M.P.H. 

Sarah Grossarth  Infant Mortality Associated with Prenatal Opioid Exposure in Tennessee 

Margaret Adgent, Ph.D., M.S.P.H. 



Rachael Jameson  Equity Implications of the Tennessee Fetal Assault Law 

Eric Grogan, M.D., M.P.H. 

Shani Jones, M.D.  Access Equity: Trust and Telemedicine Use in Diverse Pediatric Primary Care Populations 

Shari Barkin, M.D., M.S.H.S. 

Emily Kack  Incidence of Invasive Group B Strep by Census Tract Level Socioeconomic Status Among the 

Adult Population in TN 

Keipp Talbot, M.D., M.P.H., FIDSA 

Rebecca Lee  The Impact of Timely Access to Care on Breast Cancer Survival Among Young Black Women 

Sonya Reid, M.D., M.P.H. 

Kevin Liu, M.D.  A Retrospective Analysis on the Impact of an Integrated Palliative Care Approach during the 

COVID-19 Pandemic 

Mohana Karlekar, M.D. 



Kristyne Mansilla  HIV Knowledge among Postpartum Women in South Africa 

Kate Clouse, Ph.D., M.P.H. 

Cooper March  Lung Cancer Screening Eligibility Among United States Veterans: Results from a National 

Smoking History Survey 

Michael Ward, M.D.,Ph.D, MBA 

Hannah Marmor, 

M.D. 

 Comparing ICU Admission between Influenza- and SARS-CoV-2-Positive Pregnant Women in 

Middle Tennessee 

Eric Grogan, M.D., M.P.H. 

Marshae 

Nickelberry 

 Prenatal Omega-3 Fatty Acids and Child Asthma 

Kecia Carroll, M.D., M.P.H. 

Alexandra Odenthal  Post Discharge Opioid Prescribing and Use after Vaginal Birth 

Sarah Osmundson, M.D., M.S. 



Laura Rausch, M.D.  Surgical Resident Involvement in Renal Transplantation, Evaluating Anastomosis Time and 

Outcomes 

Kyla Terhune, M.D., MBA 

Isaac Schlotterbeck  Disparities in Loss to Follow-Up/Mortality Before vs. After Registry Linkage in Brazil, Mexico, 

and Peru 

Peter Rebeiro, Ph.D. 

Daniel Tilden, M.D.  Prolonged Lapses in Care Associated with Pediatric to Adult Care Transfer are Associated 

with Rise in HbA1c Among Patients with Type 1 Diabetes 

Sarah Jaser, Ph.D. 

Avirath Vaidya  Effects of Mixed-Income Redevelopment on Low-Income Families: Evidence from Envision 

Cayce 

Kevin Griffith, Ph.D. 



Sarah Welch, D.O.  The Age-Friendly Initiative: Outcomes from Vanderbilt Acute Care for Elders Unit 

Christianne Roumie, M.D., M.P.H. 

Anna Wisotzkey  Obstetric Provider Opioid Prescribing Perspectives after Childbirth in Tennessee, June-July 

2019 

Ashley Leech, Ph.D., M.S. 

Jacy Weems  Federal Nursing Home Civil Monetary Penalties, 2009-2019 

David Stevenson, Ph.D. 

 


